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New exhibit installed at Acadiana Center for the Arts takes
color out of the equation
BY JOANNA BROWN | Staff writer  3 hrs ago    2 min to read
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This weekend, curator Jaik Faulk at the Acadiana Center for the Arts is revealing a
uniquely-constructed exhibit in the main gallery — art that limits color. 

"Dark Wave Light Room," which will appear at the ACA in Lafayette through Jan. 10,
2026, is a group exhibition featuring artists working with sculpture, photo collage,
graphite pencil, bronze and other media.

All of the works on display were curated by Faulk with the idea of exploring expression
through design; highlighting how the artist chooses material, form and subject without
the distraction of color. 

"The idea for the show came out of my love for black and white photography," said
Faulk. "As a person who takes terrible photos, I find that I take the best photos when I
eliminate color, because then I'm just looking at black and white and light and dark.

"So I wanted to create an exhibition where the palette has been simplified. And then the
question becomes: 'What are we looking at?'"

Artists Scot Sinclair, Fred Daspit, Jesse Poimboeuf, Marianne Desmarais, Eugene James
Martin, Kristie Cornell and Marla Kristicevich all have pieces in the collection, which
takes the viewer from bits of packaging and industrially designed products dipped in
bronze, to a series of collaged works cut from photographs taken from the A&E
network office in New York City. 

"My day job was working in the PR department for the A&E cable network," said painter
and performance artist Jesse Poimboeuf, also known for his mixed media works. The
BBC would send a lot of production photos and press photos for shows we were
licensing. My job was to clean out the photos files of expired programming." 

Those bags of photos, destined for the trash, ended up at the apartment Poimboeuf
shared with his wife, Nancy. He doesn't remember the original context for many of the
images now, which became the basis for a series of collages he created in the late 1980s.
The pieces depict an almost eerie transformation of reality, placing people, animals and
the viewer in the most unusual situations.

Poimboeuf said, "I have a pretty broad acceptance of disparate materials and disparate
images. It excites me, and I think it excites viewers in the sense that it makes you start
looking harder. A lot of times, the work that initially I'm either not sure about or I'm
repelled by it — I end up liking it the most." 

Lafayette artist Eugene James Martin is represented in the show through works
selected by his widow, Suzanne Fredericq. His graphite on paper drawings, completed
in 1977, merge the "geometric and the organic," according to Fredericq, who is a
research biologist at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 

Martin, who was originally from Washington, D.C., was known for abstract pieces that
merged whimsy and structure, attracting the viewer's curiosity. 

"He embraced both states, often with a lot of humor," said Fredericq, who said that she
spent much of the summer in her home cataloguing her late husband's works. "He was
a very happy artist, and his work was so lovely and inventive." 

Main gallery hours at the Acadiana Center for the Arts, located at 101 W. Vermilion St.,
Lafayette, are Tuesday to Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Email Joanna Brown at joanna.brown@theadvocate.com.
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